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                      ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Session 3: School and contextual influences on rural student academic success

Thursday, April 4th 11:15am-12:15pm


Framing Question: What have we learned from research that can inform practice and policy related to school and contextual influences on rural student achievement?

1.	Based on the research and your experiences, what do you believe schools, districts, states and 	universities have begun to learn about school and contextual factors that influence student 	outcomes in rural communities?


2.	How are changes in rural education environments – including demographic factors, school 	consolidation, and the growth of charter schools – influencing rural education research?



Framing Question: What can we learn from future research that can inform practice and policy related to school and contextual influences on rural student achievement?

6.	Thinking ahead to translation of research to practice and policy, what should we bear in mind when 	conducting research that we hope will lead to acceptable and meaningful outcomes for rural 	students? 



Framing Question: What are the challenges associated with conducting research related to school and contextual influences on rural student achievement and how can we meet these challenges?  

4.	How are the evolving definitions of “rurality” changing the ways that researchers, practitioners and 	policymakers approach the challenges of improving rural schools?


5.	What are the ongoing supports needed in this interplay among research, practice, and policy to 	make this a meaningful and progressive process that leads to improved outcomes for rural 	students? For example, how do we maintain collaborative partnerships so that the dialogue leads to 	meaningful research and application?


Framing Question: What is needed at this point to move this rural education research agenda forward?

3.	What are the next immediate steps for rural education research, practice and policy related to 	school and contextual influences on rural students’ success?


[bookmark: _GoBack]*Synthesis of reflections and big ideas addressing the framing questions? (Please have someone at your table tweet these @RuralEdCenter #RuralCIA)


Please email the completed form to conference coordinator, Mary Hellwege, at maryhellwege@gmail.com 
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